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...and it is for these 
reasons that the 
St James’s Club 
has been called 

Manchester’s best 
kept secret…

Th e  Cl u b

With nearly two centuries of history and tradition the  

St James’s Club offers its Members a convivial and lively 

social scene and the ideal environment to develop and foster 

new friendships. Its elegant Grade II premises located at the 

top of Kings Street in Manchester City centre offers Members 

a sanctuary away from the hustle bustle of city life.

The Club has three fabulous dining rooms where Members 

and their guests can enjoy the best in modern British and 

European cuisine. In addition, private fine dining is available 

for Members wishing to celebrate business success or 

family celebrations. Not only do Members use the Club to 

entertain friends and family but use the Clubs facilities and 

fabulous rooms to host business seminars, presentations  

and conferences.

Membership certainly has its privileges and its benefits. 

Members enjoy a fantastic social calendar including: wine 

tastings, gourmet dinners, speakers/art/music and cultural 

events, balls and parties as well as business focused and 

social networking events. In addition, full Members can 

utilise the incredible reciprocal arrangements that exist with 

eighty or more Private Members Clubs spread across the 

Globe. Members can shoot in the Countryside, watch a game 

at Lancashire County Cricket Club or enjoy a dry martini 

at the Metropolitan Club overlooking the leafy central park  

in New York.



An introduction from our chairman,

Mr Howard T. Spargo

Since its founding in the early nineteenth century the St James’s Club 

has maintained strong links with the region’s business community. 

Its purpose though is primarily as a social Club rather than one with 

specific business, political, sporting, or cultural purposes although it 

has many Members with these interests. 

When walking through our doors as a Member for the first time you 

will find a warm welcome, a place of different professions and opinions, 

and where Members leave their halos at the entrance. In other words, 

The St James’s Club is a modern club with traditional values offering 

fellowship and companionship in a congenial atmosphere. The Club is 

also a place where you can relax with friends and bring your guests 

to enjoy its facilities. A well-rounded programme of functions and 

events, tailored to younger and older members, ensures there is always 

something with appeal to enjoy throughout the year. The Club has 

a reputation for serving fine food in the handsome surroundings 

of the members’ dining room. There are also private dining rooms 

and function rooms available for our members, as well as business 

presentation facilities and complimentary wireless internet access.

We have a professional staff accountable to the General Committee 

and they manage the Club. We thrive on the true spirit of hospitality, 

and one of our proudest traditions is that the staff know all the 

members by name. The Club is open on weekdays, on evenings when 

a function has been arranged, and at weekends by arrangement. The 

Club represents “your home in the city”, where members and their 

guest can be entertained, socialise and relax.

Howard T. Spargo, Chairman



Invitations to Social Events
The Club premises are available during the day and 

evening for Members’ events. All Members receive 

personal invitations for themselves, their guests 

& clients to attend events on the wide ranging 

social calendar. On a monthly basis, they include: 

Property Lunches, Speakers Lunches, History 

Lunches, Wine Tastings, Professional Networking 

events, Curry suppers and Gourmet events.

In addition, the Club hosts many notable events 

throughout the year including: Burns Supper, 

Entrepreneur Dinners, Sporting Events, Theatre 

Trips, Political Events, International Themed 

Dinners, Murder Mystery Events, recognised 

Saints’ days, Music Events, Easter/Christmas 

Lunches, Charity Dinners and important historical 

anniversaries. For more specific information on the 

events you are asked to view the notice board or 

visit the website.

Dining in the Club
The Club has three dining rooms which accommodate 

Member and private a la carte dining five days a week 

from 12am until early evening. The Head Chef, Steven 

Wright and his team prepare traditional and modern 

British cuisine as well as seasonal and daily specials to 

an exceptional standard. For those Members desiring 

something special, the Club offers a bespoke dining 

service. This allows Members to order any dish they 

desire simply by providing the Club Manager with their 

specific requirements and 24 hour’s notice.

If you would like to dine in the Club, with a guest during 

the day or evening, please book a table in advance with 

the Manager, so that you can be seated in the restaurant. 

The restaurant bar is open from 10.00am until early 

evening serving a range of fine wines, spirits, beers 

refreshments teas and coffees for those moments when 

you want a quiet alternative to a pub or coffee house. In 

addition, a chef will be on duty to provide lighter food 

from 10am until 4pm.

A  G u i de  t o  M e m be r sh i p



Business Facilities
Our new Business Suite provides a room where Members can host clients 

in a relaxed environment as well as private office where they can catch up 

on their business affairs whilst on the go. The Club has a range of business 

facilities and equipment that Members can utilise while visiting. This includes  

Smart TVs, Projectors & screens, printers, tea/coffee facilities and inclusive 

Wi-Fi high-speed internet. Reciprocal Clubs
We have reciprocal agreements with eighty private Member’s clubs across the world, thirty 

of which are in the UK. These include such clubs as the Savile Club and Lansdowne Club 

in London, and other famous clubs such as the Metropolitan Club in New York and the  

Hong Kong Club in Central Hong Kong.

Our arrangements entitle our members to make use of the clubs as reciprocal members and 

where there is accommodation to book an overnight stay; This means you can entertain 

or meet clients in some of the finest surroundings across the world while socialising with 

some of the world’s most influential business people. A full listing of our reciprocal clubs is 

available on our new website.

Networking
The St James’s Club is more than just a British institution with a history spanning nearly two centuries; the 

Club brings together successful professionals and business people whose careers focus around the North West. 

The Club has an extensive range of social events which offer members the perfect opportunity to broaden their 

circle, entertain colleagues and clients and relax amongst new friends.



Conferences & Seminars
The Club’s function rooms create a special atmosphere 

that is unique to 45 Spring Gardens. We can accommodate 

conferences from ten-seventy delegates with broadband 

Wi-Fi access, projector & Smart TV and full on-site catering 

services delivered to your specification. Membership of the 

St James’s Club entitles your employing organisation to a 

significant reduction on room hire charges.

A Historic Building
The home of the Club is at 45 Spring Gardens, a Grade II listed Building built at the turn of the 20th Century. Centrally 

located it possesses wonderful views down King Street. The freehold is wholly owned by one of the St James’s Club 

companies and is in turn held in trust by trustees for the benefit of the members. Consequently, each member holds a 

valuable interest in one of Manchester’s beautiful historic buildings, a reason why membership of the St James’s Club 

is so cherished by members.

Private Dining
Function rooms can be booked for Members who require 

discreet, private dining for two to sixty guests. Typically, 

Members can reserve a room and instruct our Head 

Chef to prepare lunch or dinner; This can range from a 

buffet to gourmet menu. Private dining may optionally 

be incorporated into a meeting or presentation or to 

celebrate a success or family event.

Accommodation
The Club does not have accommodation on its premises at 45 Spring Gardens 

although it has preferential rates with a number of nearby hotels. The nearest, 

Hotel Gotham, is a 5 star boutique hotel and is located opposite the Club. 

This facility is for the benefit of members, reciprocal members, their families, 

friends and clients. At this establishment guests are entitled to accommodation 

at a preferential rate. Additional details of the arrangement can be provided by 

the Club administrator.



Cl u b
Faci l i t i e s

The Albion Room

This is a beautiful, intimate private room with 

seating for up to twenty-two persons around a 

stunning antique feature dining table. The room 

can also be used for private all day meetings, 

presentations, lunches, celebratory dinners and 

delivers a cosy and exclusive feel. 

The Clarendon Room

This is a beautiful, architectural, wood panelled 

dining room with an adjoining ante-room with bar 

which can be used as a reception area. It seats up to 

twenty-seven people or more than sixty standing. It 

is available for private dining, celebrations, lectures, 

training seminars with theatre style seating, 

meetings, and presentations using the Club’s 

portable projector and retractable large screen. 

This room is equipped with secure internet and 

telephone communications.

The Members Dining Room

This room offers magnificent views down the length 

of King Street. It is the largest function room seating 

seventy people or more than one hundred standing. 

It has a full bar area and an adjoining private 

library room. It is used for the same purposes as  

the Clarendon Room.

The whole building can be hired for celebrations 

such as wedding receptions, product launches, 

business seminars and presentations. To match the 

surroundings excellent food is available. Whether 

you require formal dining, an informal buffet, or 

canapés, a suitable menu can be discussed with our 

head chef. If you would like further information and 

details of prices please contact the Club Manager.

An important aim when planning the original refurbishment was 

to create three new exclusive and luxurious function suites in the 

Club building which is in a first-class location in the centre of 

Manchester. Part of our drive to make our Club prosper in the 

future, is to secure a valuable additional income stream by hiring 

these suites. 

“From private dining and 
celebrations to conferences and 

meetings, the St James’s Club has 
a function room for your event”

We want our Members, non-Members, and outside organisations 

to use these suites as often as possible to maximise our income. 

Our function suites are centred round three rooms in the Club. 

Each of these rooms has dedicated private facilities, projector/

screens & smart TV and private lift access. In increasing size the 

rooms available are:



Bridgewater Room
Cinema style: 80 persons 

Cocktail party: 100 persons 

Dinner: 70 persons 

Dinner (round tables): 50 persons

Clarendon Suite
Cinema style: 35 persons plus top table 

Cocktail party: 40 persons 

Dinner (round tables): 24 persons 

U-shape: 15 persons plus top table

Albion Room
Cocktail party: 25 persons 

Boardroom style: 18 persons

Female 
WC

Male 
WC

Reading and 
TV Room Bar

Bridgewater Room

Emergency Exit

Kitchen

Restrooms

Clarendon Suite

Albion Room

Emergency Exit



Cl u b  G u i de

Club History
The St James’s Club has a long and proud history. Our Club 

can trace its roots directly to the early part of the nineteenth 

century when there was a need for clubs in Manchester offering 

conversation and good company to members involved in business 

and the professions. That purpose continues in our Club today.

The Union Club was the forerunner of our Club. Established on 

April 6th 1825, the inaugural meeting at the Star Inn raised what 

was then the immense sum of £6,000. It started life in Norfolk 

Street before moving to the corner of Mosley Street and Nicholas 

Street on the opposite corner to the Manchester Royal Institution 

which became the Manchester City Art Gallery. The Club 

prospered and absorbed the Constitutional and Brazennose Clubs. 

John Grimshaw was one of the original subscribers. Interestingly, 

he is the great, great grandfather of one of our past Presidents Peter 

Wainwright. An original copy of the prospectus is on display in the 

Bridgewater room.

The Clarendon Club was founded in 1868. It was on Mosley Street 

overlooking St Peter’s Square and Dickinson Street. The Club was 

originally the Duke of Bridgewater’s town house. The Clarendon 

appeared from the ashes of the Bridgewater Club which had been 

formed in 1857. The Bridgewater was a direct descendent of the 

Albion Club established in 1837. You will see a letter displayed in 

the Club in which the Treasurer of the Albion wrote informing 

a candidate of his election and that the half years’ subscription 

of £2.12.6 was due with the entrance fee of £28.17.6, large sums 

in their day. Our Club now occupies the same site as the Albion 

Club.

In 1961 it was agreed that the Clarendon Club should merge with 

the Union Club. From January 1st, 1962 the amalgamated Club 

was called the St James’s Club, the name it has today. The choice 

of name was certainly a matter for animated debate. This was 

settled by naming the Club and the new building to be built to 

accommodate it, in honour of St James’s Church, which at one 

time occupied the site. The freehold of that site in Charlotte 

Street was duly purchased and the new building called St James’s 

House was topped out in 1966. We retained the freehold and took 

a sublease of the Club premises at a peppercorn rent. We had 

the top seven floors of the fourteen-storey development, and the 

interior was designed by Sir Hugh Casson.

But there is more to 
the St James’s Club 
than an impressive 

building and 
long history, the 

strength of the Club 
comes from the 

breadth and depth 
of its membership.



In 1997 it was decided to sell our interest in the Charlotte Street premises and subsequently we looked for an 

alternative. We were fortunate in being able to acquire the freehold of 43-45 Spring Gardens. This fine stone faced 

building, with splendid views down King Street from the windows of the Club, was originally built as the Manchester 

headquarters of Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank with subsequently became a part of Barclays in the 1930s. We moved 

into the new Club premises in 45 Spring Gardens on February 12th 2001. Its interiors were transformed to a high 

standard, with well-appointed club-rooms for the members. A major refurbishment has been carried out recently and 

this has provided new decorations and soft furnishings, and improved facilities.

But there is more to the St James’s Club than an impressive building and long history, the strength of the Club 

comes from the breadth and depth of its membership. The Club brings together successful professionals and business 

people for lunch and social events whose careers focus around the North West. The Club environment offers members 

the perfect opportunity to broaden their circle of contacts and relax amongst new friends.



The Club endeavours to have as few 

regulations as possible. Please observe the 

following customs and traditions of the 

Club so that we can enjoy each other’s 

company and take pleasure in the good 

things our Club has to offer.

Entrance Hall
Members are requested to leave coats, 

hats, umbrellas, briefcases and other items 

of outerwear in the entrance hall on the 

ground floor. If you are concerned about 

leaving your briefcase or laptop, bring it 

upstairs and ask at the bar and they will 

store it securely.

Business Papers
Papers should not be brought into the 

dining rooms. Members are welcome 

to work on their business papers in the 

Reading Room or in our Business Suite 

behind the bar.

Business Cards
Members and guests may exchange 

business cards.

Electronic Devices
Mobile telephones and tablets should be 

switched off or put on “silent” on entering 

the Club. If a member or guest wishes to 

take a call this may be done in the Reading 

Room or Business Suite.

Smoking
By law smoking is not permitted anywhere 

in the Club.

“Rules are for the 
obedience of fools 
and the guidance 
of wise men.”
Sir D.R.S.Bader, CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC 

& Bar, FRAeS, DL; att. Harry Day, RFC, 

WWI flying ace.

A  G u i de  t o  
C us t oms  a n d 

Tr a di t ions



Dress
All Members and their Guests are required to dress 

smartly in the Club. The wearing of denim, jeans 

or trainers is not permitted. Winter dress code 

September 1st to 30th April: Gentlemen must wear 

a jacket, but it is not compulsory for them to wear a 

tie. The jacket may be removed when a gentleman is 

seated. The Club has had its tailor Dege & Skinner 

of Saville Row produce it a Club and Summer Silk 

tie, these can be purchased from behind the main 

bar. Summer dress code May 1st to August 31st: 

Members are not required to wear jackets. 

The Club Table
The Club table is a tradition of Club life which 

ensures Members do not lunch alone. Upon sitting 

down for luncheon, Members should take the next 

available seat at the table so there are no gaps. When 

there is a heavy demand for places, those taking an 

early lunch should take coffee in the bar to make 

space for later arrivals.

Private Tables
Members may reserve tables in advance by 

telephone or email.

Cancellations
If you find you need to cancel your place or that of 

your guest at any Club function, you should do so 

within 24 hours of the function otherwise you will be 

charged in full.

Gratuities
Members are precluded from offering gratuities 

to the staff. Members do have the opportunity 

to express their appreciation to the staff by 

contributing to the Staff Fund both at Christmas 

or any other times when special services have been 

rendered.

Guests
Members may bring a guest or guests to the Club at 

any time, except in the case of a function which is 

only for members. It is important, for reasons of fire 

safety and security, that the names of all guests are 

clearly entered in the visitors’ book.

Payment for Food and Drink
Members must settle their accounts for food and 

drink consumed in the Club before they leave the 

Club. Guests may pay for food and drink consumed 

in the Club, although payment is ultimately the 

responsibility of the member who introduces them.

Suggestion Book
A suggestion book is placed in the Reading Room. 

Its purpose is to receive positive comments about 

services, and suggestions by Members. The Honorary 

Secretary will respond to these at the appropriate 

time and bring to the General Committee those that 

are considered viable and beneficial. 

Introducing New Members
Potential new members are always very welcome. If 

a Member is asked by friends to introduce them, the 

Member should telephone the Club office who will 

manage the application process.

Reciprocal Clubs
Members intending to visit one of our reciprocal 

clubs should notify the administrator in the Club’s 

office who will make a reservation. In that way, the 

club to be visited will be forewarned, and so able 

to offer a warm welcome. Members must take their 

reciprocal Club card with them and produce it to the 

club to be visited.

Security
The Club utilises all the latest visual security 

equipment ensuring it is a safe and secure 

environment for its Members. Members though need 

to be vigilant and take care when leaving the Club to 

make sure the front door is firmly closed to deny any 

thieves the opportunity of entering the premises.



Th e  Ne x t  S t e p

The Application Process & Membership  
Subscription Categories
The Club is one of Manchester’s best kept secrets, and therefore membership is not just given out. 

Prospective Members are invited to join the Club, they are then required to be proposed and seconded 

by current members. To keep a balanced membership, the general committee endeavours to ensure 

that only candidates who will respect the traditions and ethos of the Club are elected. Although 

originally founded as a gentleman’s Club, these days,’ ladies as well as gentlemen are invited to apply 

and their backgrounds, careers and ages are increasingly diverse. The following diagram explains the 

membership application process:

Application for Membership
A candidate should submit a completed application form and direct debit 

mandate. The section on proposers/seconders may be left blank if the 

candidate would prefer the Club to manage the process.

1

Proposers, Seconders and Supporting Members
If not arranged by the candidate, the Club will manage the process introduce 

the candidate to Members of the General Committee.

2

Due Diligence
The Club’s office may occasionally request further information 

from the candidate and their proposers.

3



If you would like further 
information or clarification please 

contact the Club office on

0161 829 3000
or by email

info@stjc.org.uk

Candidates Book
The Honorary Secretary will enter the candidate’s name and details into 

the official Club Candidate Book, where proposer, seconder and supporting 

Members will sign.

4

General Committee Candidate Elections
At regular intervals, the General Committee votes via a ballot system on 

whether a candidate should be elected to membership of the Club.

5

Notice of Election
Following the Committee Ballot the Club Honorary Secretary will notify candidates as to 

whether they have been successfully elected. Successfully candidates will have their names 

posted on the main Club noticeboard.

6

New Members Dinner
Those candidates who are elected as Members will receive a personal invitation to the black 

tie new Members dinner.

7

Membership Rates
Membership rates are calculated by a combination of distance and age group. Rates are 

calculated by distance from the Club as the crow flies with reference to where you mainly 

reside and mainly have a place of work. Whichever is closest to the Club is the distance that 

is considered for membership.

8



The St James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens,  Manchester,  M2 2BG

Tel: 0161 829 3000

Email: info@stjc.org.uk

Website: www.stjc.org.uk


