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Which Plants do you Think 
Made Manchester?

The St James’s Club invites Members and their 
Guests to participate in our Local History Circle on 
Thursday 19th July. We are delighted to welcome 
back Anne Beswick, Anne Beswick is a native-born 
Mancunian who worked for many years teaching 
biology in Trafford before changing career to 
become a garden designer. This garden obsession 
included silver-gilt and gold medal gardens at the 
Tatton Show and her own garden being open for 
charity under the Yellow Book scheme.

The title of Anne’s address is “A History of 
Manchester in Ten Plants”. People have always 
used what is available in their surroundings to 
help them on their way; for most of history this 
has meant exploiting what grows around us; for 
food, for building, for money, for status.

Members are encouraged to invite guests 
to what is certainly an engaging topic.

On Wednesday 18th July the Club is very 
fortunate to have John O’Connell, Chief Executive 
of the Taxpayers Alliance visit; he will address 
the Club on “Why the UK tax system holds back 
business”. John oversaw the work of the 2020 Tax 
Commission. He also wrote and edited several 
sections of its final report, The Single Income 
Tax, which won the Templeton Freedom Award 
from the Atlas Network. As a researcher, and 
later Research Director, he wrote major reports 
for the TPA on quangos, government capital 
procurement, regional business policy and local 
government pensions. He co-authored the 
influential paper How to Save £50 Billion: reducing spending for sustainable public 
finances, released in conjunction with the Institute of Directors. Members and 
are encouraged to bring guests to what should be an inciteful speech followed by 
a Q & A and a 2-course luncheon. Please contact Angela to reserve your places.

The July Speakers Lunch

This year’s Clubs annual general meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 31st 
July. This is an important event in the calendar and the committee hopes that 
as many new Members will make time to attend. The event allows Members 
to review the Club’s financial situation and it’s operation, developments and 
discuss future plans and options. Members are encouraged to voice their 
opinion and where appropriate ask questions of the Clubs offices and the 
general committee. Following the AGM and the election of a new committee a 
light supper will be served.

The AGM

Members and their guests were treated to a fantastic Manchester day in the 
comfort of the Club’s main dining room. Dave A Taylor, the guest speaker, was 
a former prison governor with over 35 years of service including a decade at 
HMP Strangeways. Dave took the audience through his career, the ups and 
downs and how the service has developed and changed. This he backed up with 
several witty anecdotes about the hairiest moments he encountered, before a 
knowledgeable and inciteful audience asked several probing questions in the 
Q and A. The audience then enjoyed a fantastic Manchester themed lunch that 
included regional specialities including Bury Black pudding, Lancashire beef and 
Manchester tarts.

Time Served…



Cricket
The County Championship cricket season 
is reaching its conclusion; the last game 

being. The St James’s Club Members 
have attended a number of the four and 
one day games but there are still a few 
T20 games in the Vitality Blast series. 

Members can attend these events at a 
small cost. 

If you would like to book tickets 
please email Angela at least a week 
prior to the event with your request.

The Club held its first open day on Wednesday 20th June. Several Members 
of the committee attended the lunchtime buffet and evening canapés event 
along with a good number of new visitors and guests. The event has proven a 
success with over 10 new Membership applications being received on or soon 
afterwards and a dozen more expressing interest in joining.

A Successful Open Day

After the success of the last month’s Wine tasting event of “would 
I lie to you” this month we see a return to the traditional format. In 
this beautiful warm weather, what better wines to sample than that 
of the sparkling variety. Tony will take us on a journey around this 
popular collection which will include English sparkling wine, Cava, 
Prosecco and of course Champagne. As per usual each wine will be 
paired with a tapas style dish carefully selected by head chef Steven 
and his team.

The event will certainly be popular, this event offers the opportunity 
for Members to introduce guests to the Club and treat friends and 
colleagues to an interesting and fun night.

A Drop, but not of Water but Sparkling Wine

Book Early to Avoid Disappointment

The fine weather has not affected attendances at the property lunches. The June event 
was very well attended with Sarah Reid of Kings Chambers talking about the “Visual 
Impact and the Planning Code” in short, an introduction to the Women in Planning Group.

The July event attracted over 60 attendees, in real terms a sell-out. Joe Averill of Obi 
Property addressed Members and guests about the “Workplace Revolution” and 
described how the two concepts of Prop-tech and tech- prop are shaping the future of 
property. Following the address there was a very lively Q&A.

The next takes place on Tuesday 14th August and 
will focus on Security within the Property Market, 
the speaker is fellow Member and Owner  of KCS 
Security, Phil Thompson. Members are advised 

to contact Angela asap to reserve their places for 
themselves and their guests.



Announcements
The Club is very happy to announce that Vice Chairman of the Club Howard Spargo  

has been married to Fiancé Associate Members Gillian 

Date
13 Jul

16 Jul

18 Jul

19 Jul

24 Jul

26 Jul

31 Jul

6 Aug

13 Aug

Time
Meet at the Club at 6pm

12:30 for 1:00pm

12:30 for 1:00pm

12 noon for 12:30pm

12:30 for 1:00pm

6:30 for 7:00pm

6:00pm

12:30 for 1:00pm

12:30 for 1:00pm

Event
City Walk with Supper

Retired Members Lunch

Speakers Lunch

History Circle

Associate Members Lunch

Wine Tasting

AGM with Supper

Retired Members Lunch

Couples Lunch

Organisers
Ian Baynham, Tour Guide: Ken Moth 

Dr John Allen and Robert Jewell

Committee, Guest Speaker: John O’Connell

Ian Baynham

Mrs Sue Allen

Tony Seymour and Korhan Tezcan

Dr John Allen and Robert Jewell

Dr John Allen and Robert Jewell

Diary - July / August

For further information please contact: 
The St. James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG 
Tel: 0161 829 3000 

Email: info@stjc.org 
Website: www.stjamesclubmanchester.org

Don’t forget to follow the Club on Twitter!

Specials
Please look out for weekly and seasonal specials introduced 

by head Chef Steven

Associates lunch 
Look out for the Associates lunch which is held on the 4th 

Tuesday of the Month, there is no need to pre-order or book, 
attendees make their selections from the Club Menu.

https://twitter.com/theSJClub

