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We have Nigel Holmes (FCA CTA) Senior Tax Specialist at Catax to round off what 
has been a fantastic year of property lunches on Tuesday 11th December.  Nigel’s 
will discuss how to claim Research & Development Tax Relief. 

Nigel qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1994 and as a Chartered Tax Adviser in 
1998, with a focus on helping businesses claim Research & Development tax relief. 
With over 17 years’ experience, Nigel advises both individuals and companies to 
uncover significant tax relief and tax refunds from their work. He was nominated 
for Tolley’s Taxation ‘Tax Writer of the Year Award’ in 2017 and posts regularly 
through Catax’s internal blog, ‘Tax Talk’, to educate and advise anyone thinking 
of claiming Research & Development Tax relief, as well as providing content for 
external sources.

Several property events have reached capacity and this event  
is expected to be very busy, Members and their guests are requested  

to book in early.

The club was very happy to welcome the mayor of greater 
Manchester, Andy Burnham to address a packed room. His 
address was both inciteful and informative. Starting with his 
roots, political pedigree and ending on his vision for the city and 
region.

It was Halloween, so he did check behind him for pumpkins 
before starting. He recalled that at the Labour leadership contest 
he had addressed an audience in a church without knowing the 

He’s Coming
sign JC is coming was positioned behind him; it turned out to be 
very prophetic.

Core to his believe for the cities continued growth was the 
concepts of collaboration and connectivity. Working together in 
Manchester and regionally was essential for the future success of 
the Northern powerhouse project; political allegiances must be 
put aside to ensure continued economic success and investment. 
He spoke of the new aviation links with India and how they offer 
Manchester Businesses new and exciting business opportunities 
in the same way the trade routes to China and Taiwan had over 
the past decade. In terms of social welfare, Andy spoke of his new 
project- BEN (bed every night), a social programme to ensure that 
the homeless, of which there are many in the city are given the 
opportunity of a safe place to sleep every night.

Transport issues were raised during the Q&A. He explained unlike 
London his hands were tied and with the current legislation 
an integrated Oyster card system could not be implemented. 
He though is determined to improve what he can, the current 
destination pricing will be replaced with a zonal system similar 
operated on the London tube. Small steps have amazing results 
and he pointed to a 7% drop in traffic during half term. Businesses 
need to help to be involved, if some were to stagger the start and 
finish of the working day the flow of traffic in the region would be 
improved significantly. In short Andy talked about partnerships 
and the need to work together, a lot was covered in the hour and 
conversation continued over the lunch for some time.

Savings Found at the  
Christmas Property Event



The October event was extremely popular 
as Naomi Timperley gave an inciteful 
address about her journey and career in 
the digital industry and where she believes 
future opportunities lay. The next event is 
scheduled for Wednesday 12th December, 
the speaker is Tom Cheesewright founder of 
Book of the Future. Tom is one of the UK’s 
leading futurist speakers, commentators 
and consultants on technology. A keynote 
speaker at many tech events and a 
commentator on TV, Tom helps people 
and organisations see, share and respond 
to what a vision of the technology future 

looks like. With a big-name speaker this is certain to be a very popular event, 
so Members are encouraged to invite friends and colleagues who have an 
interest in the Tec and Digital industry. 

Media Lunch – A Vision of the Future

Trafalgar Day, Manchester Style

This bastion of Club life did not disappoint the large audience of Members 
and guests who came together to celebrate the Victory at Trafalgar. Michael 
Powell, the librarian of Chetham’s library explained how Nelson’s victory was 
reported and celebrated in Manchester in the 19th century. He explained how 
candles were placed in windows and crowds fired guns wildly in celebration 
before apparently much looting and ransacking took place. Mancunians 
admired Nelson, as he was not political, and many poems and songs were 
written about him. Songstress Lucy Hope sang some of these before asking 
the assembled throng to join her to sing a number of rousing anthems 
including Jerusalem, land of hope and glory before finishing with the national 
anthem.

The Club has recently sent out a circular detailing the 
upcoming Christmas lunches in the Club. Head Chef 
Steven Wright has crafted a very tasty traditional 
menu and New Manager Alasdair Kendrick will great 
each attendee with a glass of champagne. Thursday 
13th and Friday 14th December are Members and 
guest events, the Members only event takes place 
on Friday 21st. As per tradition the Cathedral choir 
will perform at the Club, this year this will take place 
on Friday 14th. Attendees at these vents will have a 
choice of hand cared turkey and honey roasted ham. 
In addition to these traditional events, there will be 
a Ladies only Christmas lunch on Wednesday 19th; 
the menu for this event features bejewelled fish 
and gourmet chocolate orange. To book onto any 
of these events please contact the Club. Members 
are encouraged to invite, friends and family or work 
colleagues. 

Club’s Christmas Lunches

Lancashire Day

I doubt in 1295 when Lancashire first sent its representatives to 
the model parliament of Edward I that they thought it would 

be commemorated in the 21st century with a lunch, 
but it is. On the same very day, the 27th November, 

Members and their guests will sit down and celebrate 
the history and food of this pedigree county. Our 
speaker Philip Walsh and Chairman of Friends 
of Real Lancashire society has recently returned 
from walking the old boundary. His address on 
his walk is followed by a thoroughly Lancashire 
menu of Bury black pudding, Lancashire beef and 

Manchester tart. For those interested in history 
and fine food this is a must attend event before the 

festive season starts in earnest. A group of our 
friends from LCCC will be attending this event, 
it would be excellent if our Members could 

make a concerted attempt to event this new 
event to ensure its success.



The Club’s carol service takes place at St Ann’s church on 
Tuesday 4th December and for many it signals the start 
of the festive season of events. The service starts at the 
church promptly at 7pm. This is an inclusive event to 
which all Members, their families, guest and colleagues 
from organisations with links with the Club are invited 
to attend. This is an outstanding event and a unique 
occasion as the Club is the only organisation granted a 
private Carol service. 

After the service attendees are invited to the club to 
enjoy a hot supper and warming drink. Please book 

in with Angela to reserve your places.

Carol Service

Festive Cheer…
I’m sure there will be a few crackers revealed by Tony at the last tasting of the year. A great 
series of events have seen the group be introduced to Wines from across the world by Tony 
Seymour. This event, on Thursday 20th December, is a celebration of this very successful year. 
Tony will introduce his favourite Wines from this year’s Club tastings, these will be paired with 
dishes from Head Chef Steven Wright. Regular attendees to the wine tastings know how good 
this event will be and it will deliver a fantastic climax for 2018.

Numbers will be limited so please book on with Angela  
to reserve your places.

On Wednesday 28th the Club holds its last New Members dinner of the 
year. This is a black-tie dinner allows the Committee and fellow Members 
the opportunity to meet the new Members and find out a little bit more 
about them. As well as the new Members, their proposer, seconders current 
Members and their friends are all invited to attend. A great night of food, wine 
and conversation and a superb opportunity to welcome the new Members 
and make new friendships.

Welcome to New MembersThe Club Lounge

It is great to see more and more Members enjoying 
the new and improved Club lounge on the 3rd floor 

in the Clarendon room. The addition of a plasma 
screen TV with keyboard, Nespresso coffee machine 

and Echo dot allows Members to work or relax in 
traditional Club comfort and style.



Date
27 Nov
28 Nov
3 Dec
3 Dec
4 Dec
11 Dec
12 Dec
13 Dec
14 Dec
17 Dec
18 Dec
19 Dec
20 Dec
21 Dec

Time
12.30 for 1.00pm
7.00 for 7.30pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
18.30 for 7.00pm
7.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
12.30 for 1.00pm
7.00 for 7:30pm
12.30 for 1.00pm

Event
Lancashire Day Lunch 
New Members Dinner
Retired Members Lunch
Committee Christmas dinner
Carol Service & Supper 
Property Lunch 
Media Lunch
Members & Guests Christmas Lunch
Members & Guests Christmas Lunch
Retired Members Lunch
Associate Members Lunch
Ladies Christmas Lunch
Christmas Wines Tasting
Members Christmas Lunch

Organisers
Organiser: Committee
Organiser: Committee
Organisers: Dr John Allen / Robert Jewell
Organisers: Chairman - Howard Spargo
Organiser: Canon Arundel
Organisers: J. Shepherd / C. Wright / R. Stone
Organiser: Steven Booth /Rowan Stone
Organiser: Committee
Jamie Shepherd and Chris Wright
Organisers: Dr John Allen / Robert Jewell
Organiser: Mrs Sue Allen
Organiser: Tracey Booth
Organiser: Tony Seymour / Rowan Stone
Organisers: Rowan Stone

Diary - November / December

For further information please contact: 
The St. James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG 
Tel: 0161 829 3000 

Email: info@stjc.org 
Website: www.stjamesclubmanchester.org

Don’t forget to follow the Club on Twitter!

Specials
Please look out for weekly and seasonal specials 

introduced by head Chef Steven

Associates Lunch 
Look out for the Associates lunch which is held on the 4th Tuesday 

of the Month, there is no need to pre-order or book; attendees 
make their selections from the Club Menu.

More Than Just a Club 
The St James’s Club is an ideal venue for business events, seminars, 

product launches, meetings or private/ family celebrations. For 
more details of what the Club can offer contact Angela.

New Members
The committee is very happy to welcome new Members,  

Mr G T Jackson, Mr J P Brooke, Mr K I Bruce, Mrs J C Bruce and Mr K J Burgon.

https://twitter.com/theSJClub

