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The Club has been open a few weeks now and has hosted a 
number of events including private dinners, a black-tie formal 
dinner, a sell-out property lunch and a superb wine tasting. 
For those wishing to venture into the city in August the Club 
is hosting an excellent programme of events. In addition, the 
Club has registered for the Chancellors “Eat Out to Help Out” 
scheme for August, further details appear in this newsletter. 

Both Members and Staff have had to adapt to changes in the 
Club brought in to conform with the new COVID-19 rules and 
guidance on social distancing produced by the government. 
There has been no real problems and Members have been 
able to enjoy food cooked by Head Chef Steven Wright, 
smiling with the knowledge that there is no washing up to do… 
The staff are relieved to be back at work and its been very 
pleasing to see so many Members attend events.

We have overcome a difficult few months and there may be 
more challenges ahead. But observing the smiles, hearing the 
laughter, and witnessing the Members enjoy the company of 
each other reinforces my belief in the Club and the importance 
in its role in the city’s recovery…long may it continue!

RecoveryOn the Slow Road of 

The Club is extremely fortunate to have the CEO and founder of VST Enterprises Louis-
James Davis speak at the first Tech event since Lockdown. Louis-James has been terribly 
busy during the last few months and recently has been nominated at a finalist of the Great 
British Entrepreneur Awards. This is a far cry from his original career as a professional rock 
musician.

VST Enterprises are a pioneering cybersecurity firm that have developed products that will 
revolutionise the banking, identity, anti-counterfeiting, and crime prevention sectors with a 
focus around consumer interactions and security. His company are responsible for developing 
and launching a scannable code (VCode®) and secure platform (VPlatform®) that’s making 
strides in the fight against counterfeit, fraud, money laundering and identity provisioning. 
Most recently, he has used the technology components created as the VST Enterprises CEO to 
launch ‘V-Health Passport’ which has seen great pickup around the world from governments, 
sports teams and businesses alike.

A unique young leader in the industry, Louis-James is an in-demand speaker on 
entrepreneurship, technology and cybersecurity and has spoken at many exhibitions 
and conferences on behalf of VST Enterprises, MIDAS, UK Trade & Investment and the 
Manchester Universities. Louis-James is also Ambassador for KidScan Children’s Cancer 
Trust & Code Nation and founding trustee of The Darwin Charity Project. The Club welcomes 
him to address the Club’s Tech and Media lunch on Thursday 20th August where he 
has kindly agreed to conduct a Q&A about his career, his business and discuss future 
business opportunities. Please book your places with Iain for this event, numbers are 
unfortunately limited.



The first group of individuals to eat in the reopened Club were the 
Committee. It was thought by the Chairman, that the Committee should 
“road test” the new measures and guidance put in place. Iain and his 
team instructed the committee where they could sit and demonstrated 
how they planned to serve the food and wine that was available. This 
proved to be a very useful exercise and a number of key learning were 
taken away from the event. So often what looks simple on paper turns 
out to be impractical but there is often an easier solution and more 
efficient system that then becomes apparent. The new guidance and 
rules are a learning curve for both staff and Members and we urge all 
Members to give feedback to Iain, where appropriate, as we want to 
ensure all visits to the Club go smoothly and are an enjoyable occasion.

GUINEA PIGS

Property
Lunches

Dirty Harry could have been the title of this article although it’s not 
a reflection on the speaker and his address although I’m sure Mr 
Calder has a naughty joke or two in his repertoire. But, reflects on 
the theme he discussed; that of COVID-19 and the effects it will have 
on everyone’s perception of a clean and safe working environment. 
Those who are familiar with Harry know he is not shy and quite 
prepared to broach controversial topics and his address certainly 
generated thought and debate amongst the sell out event. So many 
Property Professionals were eager to return and welcomed the Club 
organising and managing an event in such trying circumstances. 

For those wishing to attend the next event, it is scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday 11th August, our speaker is Gavin Sorby of Buttress. 
Buttress is an AJ100 studio and the largest architectural studio that is 
based solely in Manchester and the 7th largest practice in the North 
West. They are a multi award winning studio that has a fantastic 
reputation, are speaker started his career at the firm in 1988 when 
he was one of only 8 staff, he now is the Managing Director. Due to 
Covid-19 rules and guidance, numbers will be limited so Members 
are advised to book early to avoid disappointment.

The Chairman’s dinner, which had been planned for May, was a superb event which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all Members who attended. The theme was “stories and tales from 
the Lockdown” and there were some very and entertaining anecdotes along with some 
excellent banter on topics that were raised. It was great to see the effort that Members not 
only put into their stories, but their attire and it reinforced the value of Club Membership.

Now we are back on schedule, the Chairman has kindly agreed to host another event on 
Thursday August 13th. Again, there will be a theme, announced 48 hours in advance of the 
event and a superb five course dinner specially designed by Head Chef Steven Wright. 
Members young and old are encouraged to attend. It is appreciated that many do not wish 
to use the trains and trams but many of us have found the private hire taxis to be an efficient 
and safe way to travel home from the Club in the evening.

COME AGAIN

I hope you are aware that the Club has registered for the Chancellor’s 
“Eat Out to Help Out” scheme. This scheme runs for the whole of 
August on each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. The scheme is 
very simple, the discount is virtual (no cards, a Member will receive a:

• 50% discount on food or non-alcoholic drinks, up to a maximum of 
£10 discount per diner. There is no minimum spend. 

• This discount is available when dining on any Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday between 3 and 31 August, subject to a minimum 
number of bookings. This also includes events such as the 
Property lunch 

The scheme has a couple of simple, the discount is virtual (no cards 
or vouchers), it will automatically be taken off your bill when you come 
to pay, and there is no limit to the number of times the discount can 
be used in the Club. The Club will claim a reimbursement from the 
government for the discount you’ve been given. As per previous Club 
guidelines, Members will need to book in at the Club (via email- 
manager@stjc.org.uk) 48 hours in advance of the intended visit and 
there will need to be at least 8 people electing to dine on any day for 
the Club to open the restaurant. We encourage you to speak to fellow 
Members to arrange suitable lunchtimes such that we have a good 
number in to dine on a particular day.



For further information please contact:
The St. James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG
Tel: 0161 829 3000

Email: events@stjc.org.uk
Website: www.stjc.org.uk

Don’t forget to follow the Club on Twitter or join the WhatsApp Social Group!

Social Events  
Calendar

August 2020

Lunching
12.30-2pm

Thursday / Friday
(Alternative days by arrangement  

of the Manager)

Evening Dining
(Can be made by arrangement  

of the Manager)

Property Lunch
Tuesday 11th
2.30 for 1pm

Speaker: Gavin Sorby - Buttress

Chairman’s Dinner
Thursday 13th
7 for 7.30pm

Technology & Media Lunch
Thursday 20th
12.30 for 1pm

Speaker: Louis James Davis - CEO of VST 
Enterprises

Wine Tasting
Thursday 27th
7 for 7.30pm
Tony Seymour

If you wish to book onto any event, organise 

a private lunch or dinner, or simply just 

want to visit the Club, please contact 

Iain Anderson our Manager. His email is 

manager@stjc.org.uk. Angela Hales is on 

furlough and although her email is being 

monitored, we ask that you use Iain’s. Lynn 

Barker is still contactable in accounts and 

her email is accounts@stjc.org.uk.

We might have had to wait to virtually the last day of the month, but it was certainly worth it. 
Tony brought out his big guns for this review of his favourite wines from the Lockdown period. 
We travelled across the globe starting with a superb British Chardonnay from the Henners 
Estate before returning to Europe specifically Spain to finish with a delightful Priorat. Each 
wine was cleverly paired with a dish, selected on this occasion by head Chef Steven from his 
lockdown recipes. The attendees including a politician and leading TV actor all thoroughly 
enjoyed the entertaining and informative evening.

For those who missed this treat, the Club has scheduled another tasting for the end of 
August, the theme for now is being kept under wraps. The July event was a sell out days in 
advance and due to restrictions on space we have limited numbers. If Members would like 
to attend and bring guests, please book in early with Iain to ensure your space/s and avoid 
disappointment.

Welcome Back Life After Lockdown

Contact Iain with your order for Summer or Winter versions.


