
The Club is very fortunate that Lord Jim O’Neil of Gatley has agreed to speak 
to Members and their guests on Thursday 18th October. Lord O’Neill has been 
called a “currency guru”; and been hailed as the top foreign-exchange economist 
anywhere in the world in the past decade. He is credited with coining the phrases 
BRICS, MIKT & MINT.

Lord O’Neil grew up in Gatley and attended Burnage Comprehensive and Sheffield 
University, where he studied economics. He joined Goldman Sachs in 1997, 
before moving to Goldman Sachs Asset Management becoming its chairman in 
2010 where he managed over $800 billion in assets. In 2011 he was included in 
the 50 Most Influential ranking of Bloomberg Markets magazine. After retiring 
in 2013 Lord O’Neil was asked to sit on a number of influential boards, locally 
he is chairman of the Greater Manchester Local Enterprise Partnership Advisory 
Board, which advises on the growth of the Greater Manchester economy. On 2 
July 2014 he was appointed by UK Prime Minister David Cameron to head an 

international commission to investigate global antimicrobial resistance. On 28 May 2015 he was created a Life Peer as Baron O’Neill of 
Gatley, of Gatley in the County of Greater Manchester and took up an unpaid post in HM Government as the Commercial Secretary to 
the Treasury. In this role O’Neill’s primary role was to work on the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ project and to help reinvigorate trade with 
China. In 2016, O’Neill resigned over concerns that May was not committed to the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ project making him the first 
member of May’s ministry to resign. 

Lord O’Neil is a keen footballer and a lifelong fan of Manchester United F.C, serving as a non-executive director before the 
club was returned to private ownership. This is certain to be a fascinating address and will be very well attended, if you 

would like to attend and/or bring guests please contact the Club.

From Currency Guru to Northern Powerhouse Champion

Club News
October 2018

Serving Manchester’s Business Professionals since 1825

This month’s lunch will feature Franky Rousell, co-owner of Jolie Studio. Franky will 
discuss how by taking this approach, both developers and end users can benefit 
from a more purposeful experience, with longevity, moving away from a solely 
aesthetic and trend driven approach to interior design.  Working closely with leading 
neuroscientists in the field of the senses, they call the finished product the “invisible 
aesthetic”, that you don’t just see, but you feel; this is the title of her address.

Founded in 2017 by Franky Rousell and Chloe Cotard, Jolie Studio take a more 
thoughtful approach to interiors. With the 5 human senses as the key, they create 
spaces that let people perform at their best, uplift their spirits and enrich their 
lives, be it in work, rest or play. Franky met Chloe while working as the head of 
design at Bruntwood. She was recently voted as one of Manchester’s 30 under 30 
entrepreneurs and Jolie Studio was listed as one of Manchester’s 20 hottest start-
ups of 2018.

The event takes place on Tuesday 9th October, if you would like to attend and 
perhaps bring colleagues and guests please contact Angela.

The Property Lunch - The Invisible Aesthetic



The Club was honoured to have the Rt Hon. Esther 
McVey MP, and Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions address Members and guests. Ester 
delivered a fantastic and insightful address detailing 
her background and journey from businesswomen 
to broadcaster to Minister of state on 2 separate 
occasions. She spoke about the country the current 
situation and her role within government to deal with 
large transformational change. Her department of 
Work and Pensions employs 84,000 across 650 job 
centres. These job centres see approximately 80,000 
face to face a day and support 22 million and make 12 
million payments a week; this equates to £3billion. In 
total the department manages a budget larger than 
the GDP of Portugal or Greece.

The address was extremely well received, and many 
questions were asked across abroad range of topics. 
Ester is currently looking to expand the Portcullis Club 
for Business owners in the Tatton constituency, if you 
would like more details please contact Angela.

A Full House for 
Ester McVey MP

New and Old Meet

Friday 26th October is the date of one of 
the most eagerly anticipated events in 
the Clubs social calendar.  This year the 
Club has secured the services of Michael 
Powell the librarian of Chetham’s Library 
as guest speaker; his address is entitled 
“Nelson in Manchester”. Michael will talk 
about material in the Library that shows 
how people in Manchester in the late 
1790s and early 1800s viewed or heard 
of Nelson’s naval battles and how he was 
commemorated.

Members and their guests will be welcomed 
with a traditional glass and rum and 
entertained by Lucy Hope who has will be 
singing songs of the era. All will enjoy a 4-course lunch including a Captains 
starter, Mizzen main course, Lady Hamilton’s delight and beautifully finished 
with Hardy’s finale before the main address from Michael. There will of course 
be the customary quiz with the winners receiving a bottle of port. Lucy will 
round off the afternoon with some traditional songs and anthems. Members 
are advised to book early for this event as places are limited.

The Trafalgar Day Lunch

Members were invited to a reception at the Club 
where they could meet incoming new chairman 
Howard Spargo and thank Past chairman Grahame 
Elliott for all his hard work. Members mingled with 
committee Members whilst enjoying a drink and 
canapes. At the same time the caricature artists Geoff 
Wood came to meet new Members and old who 
wished to have caricatures completed.

Hello and Welcome…
The Club would like to welcome Alistair Kendrick 
to the Club’s management team. Alistair has kindly 
agreed to step in for 3 months while the Club 
searches for a New Manager following the departure 
of Korhan Tezcan. Korhan has left the Club to pursue 
an alternative opportunity. Alistair has over 20 years 
of experience as a House Manager and Private Butler; 
please introduce yourself to him when you pop into 
the Club

September witnessed a fantastic turnout 
for the 1st media Lunch with nearly 40 
attending to listen owner of Mad about 
Manchester Nik Maguire talk about the 
development of digital media in the UK 
from pc to blockchain. These events are 
envisaged to discuss the latest thinking 
in the digital media community. At these 
events senior decision makers will discuss 
industry trends and problems facing their 
business and more importantly, how best 
to adapt and resolve them.

Over the coming events attendees will explore and consider the impact of 
AI, blockchain, behavioural psychology, date security and privacy, big data, 
content development/ strategy and automation to name a few and discuss 
how they can be adopted into business to cultivate growth. In addition, 
the events give attendees a great opportunity to network, get practical and 
strategic advice, discover what’s new in the industry as well as listen and 
question experts and innovators.

Naomi Timperley of Tech North Advocates will talk next on Wednesday 24th 
October. Naomi has recently been named as one of the top 50 most influential 
women in UK Technology in 2018 by Computer weekly and honorary Industry 
fellow at the University of Salford Business School. A founder of Tech North 
Advocates she leads a coalition of industry experts from the tech sector 
committed to championing the North of England as a world class hub for tech 
and digital business and innovation. This is a must for anyone in the digital 
industry, please contact Angela for more details and to reserve your place.

A Digital Evolution



Date
9 Oct
15 Oct
18 Oct
22 Oct
23 Oct
24 Oct
26 Oct
31 Oct

Time
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm
12:30 for 1:00pm

Event
Property Lunch 
Retired Members
Speakers Lunch
Gourmet Luncheon
Associate Members Lunch 
Media Lunch 
Trafalgar Day Lunch
Speakers Lunch

Organisers
Jamie Shepherd, Chris Wright and Rowan Stone
Dr John Allen and Robert Jewell
Grahame Elliott
Rodney Lambert and HH Christopher Tetlow
Mrs Sue Allen
Rowan Stone and Steven Booth
Jamie Shepherd and Chris Wright
Grahame Elliott

Diary - October

For further information please contact: 
The St. James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG 
Tel: 0161 829 3000 

Email: info@stjc.org 
Website: www.stjamesclubmanchester.org

Don’t forget to follow the Club on Twitter!

Specials
Please look out for weekly and seasonal specials 

introduced by head Chef Steven

Associates Lunch 
Look out for the Associates lunch which is held on the 4th Tuesday 

of the Month, there is no need to pre-order or book; attendees 
make their selections from the Club Menu.

More Than Just a Club 
The St James’s Club is an ideal venue for business events, seminars, 

product launches, meetings or private/ family celebrations. For 
more details of what the Club can offer contact Angela.

Announcements
Member Daniel Whitehouse is happy to his engagement to partner Marysa Edwin.  

The Club, Committee and Members wish him and his fiancé all the best.

New Members
The committee is very happy to welcome new Members, Mr Christopher Bedford, 

Mr Christopher Conway, Mr Torgeir Hoff,  Mr Thomas Preece, Mr Carlos Real, Mr Andrew Tow 
and Lady Netar Mallick as an associate Member.

https://twitter.com/theSJClub

